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MENINGOCOCCAL ACWY VACCINE 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.10 pm]: I would like to 
update the house on the McGowan government’s continued efforts to combat the prevalence of meningococcal 
cases in Western Australia. Meningococcal disease is an uncommon but sometimes life-threatening illness. At any 
one time, about 10 per cent of healthy people carry meningococcal bacteria harmlessly in their nose or throat and 
do not become ill. Rarely, however, a small proportion of people will develop serious invasive infections of the 
blood and/or the membranes that line the spinal cord and brain. In 2017, WA had 46 cases of meningococcal 
disease, six of which were fatal. The highest attack rate occurred among children younger than five years of age. 

In January this year, in an Australian first, the McGowan government announced that all Western Australian 
children aged one to four years would have access to a free meningococcal ACWY vaccine—a vaccine that 
provides coverage for four strains of meningococcal—throughout 2018. Our government also lobbied the federal 
government to add this vaccine to the national immunisation program. In July, a meningococcal ACWY vaccine 
for one-year-olds was added to the NIP, but a catch-up program for children older than 12 months of age was not 
supported by the commonwealth. In Western Australia, 76 000 children aged one to four have received 
a meningococcal ACWY vaccine. This represents 55 per cent of children in this age group. However, more than 
61 000 children remain unprotected. Although uptake of the vaccination has been reasonably high, the number of 
cases of the disease unfortunately remains elevated. Of the 36 cases of invasive meningococcal disease reported 
in this year, 17 have been in children aged four and under who had not received the ACWY vaccine. That is why 
the McGowan government has announced that the Department of Health will extend the meningococcal ACWY 
vaccination program for all children aged 13 to 59 months through to the end of 2019. We will also expand 
eligibility to include Aboriginal children aged six weeks to 12 months. We know that children under five have the 
highest attack rate of this disease, and now is the time to act. 

Get your child vaccinated—all it takes is a trip to an immunisation clinic or GP and it could save their life. 
Symptoms of meningococcal disease include fever, headache, neck stiffness, muscle or joint pains, nausea and 
a rash of red–purple spots or bruises. In babies, symptoms can include fever, rapid breathing, rash, vomiting, 
irritability or drowsiness. Medical assistance should be sought immediately for anyone experiencing such 
symptoms. The Department of Health will be sending out reminders to parents whose children have not yet been 
vaccinated to ensure that they do not miss out. 
 


	MENINGOCOCCAL ACWY VACCINE
	Statement by Parliamentary Secretary


